24    PSYCHOLOGY OF ABILITIES AND  DISABILITIES

Differential diagnosis of special ability hardly needs
discussion since any unusual capacity in a special field
is a positive fact needing no further interpretation. In
both normal individuals and defectives it is necessary
to test the different mental functions in order that where
special abilities exist they may be brought to light. The
only generalization that needs emphasis is that in order
to discover special gifts there must be a search for them.
That is, a wide enough range of tests must be used to
give each individual a chance to display his capacities.
Once discovered, there should follow a proper evaluation
of abilities, as is not commonly done, for it is the part
of common sense to utilize for the benefit of the individ-
ual and society such gifts as exist.

Differential diagnosis of special defects is a much more
complex problem, since, in general, negative results may
be due to exceedingly varied causes. Irregularity in
test results, which, on superficial view, might seem in-
dicative of special defect, may, for example, be due in-
stead to poor physical conditions. This necessitates a
physical examination in the case of every individual who
is studied. Physical disability preventing the best
achievement of which one is capable may be reflected
in work in the laboratory where mental examinations
are made, in the schoolroom, or in the shop.

Interest and zest for mental pursuits is sometimes
maintained in spite of poor physical background, we
know; such studies as those of Gulick and Ayres * have
shown this. Nevertheless, it is not true in all cases.
We ourselves know instances where, with improved
health, the reports on conduct and school standing, and
also the industrial record, were greatly changed. We
know, too, cases where findings on tests were altogether

1 Gulick and Ayres, " Medical Inspection of Schools ", Chapter XII,
1908.